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The Word of God is not “a comic strip” to be read, but a lesson to be listened to with the heart and
to be practised every day. A commitment accessible to all, because although “we have made it a
bit difficult”, Christian life is “simple, simple”. In fact, “to listen to the Word of God and practise it”
are the only two “conditions” established by Jesus for those who want to follow him.

For Pope Francis, this sums up the meaning of the Readings from Mass on Tuesday, 23
September. During the Mass at Santa Marta, the Pontiff paused on the passage from the Gospel
according to Luke (8:19-21) which speaks of Jesus’ mother and brethren who “could not reach him
for the crowd”. Beginning with the observation that Jesus spent most of his time “on the street,
with the people”, the Bishop of Rome pointed out that among the many who followed him there
were people who heard “in him a new authority, a new way of speaking”, they heard “the power of
salvation” that he offered. In this regard, the Pope indicated that “it was the Holy Spirit who
touched their heart”.

However, the Pope noted that there were also people mixed among the crowd who followed Jesus
with ulterior motives. Some “out of convenience”, others perhaps out of a “desire to be better”. A
bit like us today, he said, in that “so often we go to Jesus because we need something and then



we forget him there, alone”. The story repeats itself, seeing that even then Jesus sometimes
admonished those who followed him. That is what happens, for example, when Jesus says to the
people: “You come to me not to hear the Word of God but because | fed you the other day”; or
with the ten lepers, of whom only one came back to thank him, while “the other nine were happy
with their health and forgot about Jesus”.

Despite all this, the Pope affirmed, “Jesus continued to speak to the people” and to love them to

”m

the point of defining “that immense crowd as ‘my mother and my brethren’”. Thus, the family of
Jesus are “those who listen to the Word of God” and “put it into practise”. This, Pope Francis
stated, “is the Christian life: nothing more. Simple, simple. Perhaps we have made it a bit difficult,
with so many explanations that no one understands, but Christian life is like this: listening to the
Word of God and practising it. This is what we prayed for in the Psalm: ‘Guide me, Lord, in the

way of your commands’, of your Word, of your Commandments, in order to practise” them.

He then invited that one should “truly listen to the word, in the Bible, in the Gospel”, meditating on
the Scriptures to put their content into practise every day. But, the Pontiff clarified, should we scan
the Gospel superficially, “this is not listening to the Word of God: this is reading the Word of God,
as if one would read a comic strip”. While to listen to God’s Word is “to read it” and ask oneself:
“What does this say to my heart?”. Only in this way, in fact, “does our life change”. This happens
“every time we open the Gospel and read a passage and ask ourselves: ‘Is God speaking to me
with this, is he saying something to me’?”.

This means “to listen to the Word of God, to listen with the ears and listen with the heart, to open
the heart to God’s Word”. On the other hand, “Jesus’ enemies listened to Jesus’ words but they
were close by in order to try and find a mistake, to make him slip up” and make him lose “authority.
But they never asked themselves: ‘What is God telling me with these words’?”.

Moreover, the Pontiff added, “God does not speak only to all but he speaks to each one of us. The
Gospel was written for each one of us. And when | pick up the Bible, when | pick up the Gospel
and read it, | must ask myself what the Lord is saying to me”. This, then, “is what Jesus says that
true relatives do, his true brethren: they ‘listen to the Word of God with the heart’. And then, he
says ‘they put it into practise™.

Of course, Francis recognized, “it is easier to live calmly without being concerned with the
requirements of God’s Word”. However, “the Father also did this work for us”. Indeed, the
Commandments are really “a means of practising the Word of the Lord”. And the same holds true
for the Beatitudes. The Pope observed that there in that passage from the Gospel according to
Matthew “is everything we must do in order to put the Word of God into practise”.

Last “are the works of mercy”, which also appear in the Gospel of Matthew, in Chapter 25. In
short, these are examples “of what Jesus wants when he asks us to put the Word ‘into practise’.



In conclusion, the Pontiff summarized his reflections, recalling that “so many people followed
Jesus”, some of them “for the novelty”, others “in need of hearing a good message” but in reality
there were not many who then effectively “practised the Word of God”. Yet “the Lord did his work
because he is merciful and he forgives everyone, he calls everyone back, he awaits everyone,
because he is patient”.

Even today, the Pope highlighted, “so many people go to Church to hear the Word of God, but
perhaps they do not understand the preacher when he preaches something a bit difficult; or they
do not want to understand. Because this is also true: many times, our heart does not want to
understand”. But Jesus continues to welcome us, “even those who go and listen to the Word of
God and then betray him”, as did Judas who calls him “friend”. The Lord, Francis reiterated,
“always plants his Word”, and in exchange “he asks only for an open heart to listen to it and good
will to put it into practise. This is why today’s prayer is that of the Psalm: ‘Guide me, Lord, in the
way of your commands’, that is, on the path of your Word, so that, with your guidance, | may learn
to practice it”.
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