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I would like to thank the United Nations Secretary-General, Mr António Guterres, for convening
this meeting and for drawing the attention of Heads of State and Government - and of the entire
international community and world public opinion - to one of the most serious and worrying
phenomena of our time: climate change.

With the Paris Agreement of 12 December 2015, the international community became aware of
the urgency and need for a collective response to help build our common home. However, four
years after that historic Agreement, we can see that the commitments made by States are still very
"weak", and are far from achieving the objectives set.

Along with so many initiatives, not only by governments but by civil society as a whole, it is
necessary to ask whether there is a real political will to allocate greater human, financial and
technological resources to mitigate the negative effects of climate change and to help the poorest
and most vulnerable populations, who suffer the most.

With honesty, responsibility and courage we have to put our intelligence "at the service of another
type of progress, one which is healthier, more human, more social, more integral" (Laudato si',
112), capable of placing economy at the service of the human person, building peace and
protecting the environment.

While the situation is not good and the planet is suffering, the window of opportunity is still open.
We are still in time. Let us not let it close

I would like these three key words - honesty, courage and responsibility - to be at the heart of your
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work today and tomorrow. May they accompany you together with my best wishes and with my
prayer.

Thank you very much.
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