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Dear friends,

1. My pastoral visit to the countries of Britain has now come to an end. I came here as a herald of
peace, to proclaim a Gospel of peace and a message of reconciliation and love. I came also as a
servant - the servant of Jesus Christ, my Saviour; and the servant, too, of the Christian people. As
I have travelled round England, Scotland, and finally Wales, in fulfilment of my pastoral duty to
confirm my brethren, I have sought to remind Catholics of the whole saving activity of Christ, the
Redeemer, our Risen Lord. In each of the countries I have also been able to meet and to pray with
our brethren from other Christian communities. For these wonderful opportunities and for the
friendship and brotherly welcome I have received everywhere, I give praise to God and I thank you
all.

2. To the civic authorities of the countries and of the cities I have visited, I wish to express my
deep gratitude. The help, support and cooperation you have given to the Catholic people in your
areas, and the way you have made available suitable places for my pastoral visit, have reminded
the world of the great blessing of mutual understanding and respect which are a part of the British
inheritance. I also wish to thank the police and all those who have been responsible for public
order and for the smooth running of the events of these past few days.

3. And now, as I prepare to return to Rome, I express once more my good wishes to all the people
of Britain, and in particular to Her Majesty the Queen, especially on this the anniversary of her
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Coronation. As I leave you, I do so with the prayer that God may bless all the people of Wales,
among whom I have spent this memorable day, I say:

Bentith duw arnoch!

To all the people of England, Scotland and Wales, I say: May God bless you all. May he make you
instruments of his peace, and may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts and in your homes.
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