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Dear sons and daughters,

We are happy to extend a warm welcome to all those associated with Santa Susanna’s: the former
parishioners who have come from the United States, the present members of the parish and a
number of the dedicated Paulist Fathers to whose care this American parish in Rome was
entrusted a half a century ago.

The anniversary which you celebrate is indeed a happy one for you. Moreover, your visit today
gives us the opportunity to express our own joy. As pastor of the universal Church, we rejoice that
the Catholics of your country are represented here in Rome through this parish of Santa Susanna.
As Bishop of Rome, we rejoice that the pastoral needs of American Catholics resident in this city
or visiting here have been and are being cared for through this parish.

We are confident that in these days you have offered prayers of thanksgiving to God for the zeal,
the dedication, the generosity and the faithfulness of the priests and laity who during these fifty
years have served Santa Susanna’s and helped it to fulfill worthily its mission of being the
American parish in Rome. We too give thanks to the Lord for these five decades of devoted
stewardship and service.

During this time the Gospel of Jesus Christ has been preached to you and to countless numbers
of your fellow-citizens, and his grace abundantly given through the sacraments. Let us realize that
throughout these years there has been one essential principle of continuity-it is Jesus Christ
himself. He is the center and foundation of every parish and the reason for its existence. Through
the parish his followers are strengthened in their faith, given light, encouragement and wisdom for



their lives, and are perfected in the love of God and one another.

We pray that this same Lord Jesus Christ will continue to bless the entire parish of Santa
Susanna. May it always be a community of faith in which parishioners and visitors, individuals and
families receive God’s love and communicate it through their unselfish service of their brethren.
May your lives be filled always with the joy, the hope and the consolation that come from the
presence of Jesus Christ in your midst. With Saint Peter we pray that “Grace and peace be with
you more and more” (1 Petr. 1, 2).

To all of you we cordially impart our Apostolic Blessing.
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